
 

 

 The Habit 

Growing in the Love of Christ 

 
 

 

 
 

Dear Habitual Friend  

May God bless you all richly this Spring Season! What an exciting 
month awaits us: 

As we conclude our teaching on 
Ministry as a life-purpose, 
reminding ourselves how Christ’s 
servants should think and behave, I 
trust that every parishioner is 
ready to utter the words of this 
picture in one way or the other.  

From the Middle of September we will then begin our run-up to our 
Dedicated Giving exercise in November, by looking at the Stewardship 
teaching recommended by our recent Diocesan Synod. The Fourth Season of 

Creation is closely allied to this, and I 
encourage us all to follow the readings and 
thoughts given in the section which follows 
my letter as a self-study over the next five 
weeks. As stewards of all God’s wonderful 
gifts we can only say, “Thank you, Lord,” and 
live graciously and carefully. 

In addition, we will have Bishop Charles visit our Parish officially for the first 
time as he conducts our Baptism and Confirmation service on 28 September 
at 09:00. I trust that we will all be present to share in this joyous occasion. 

Having worked so hard at our 2016 Gold Day, Council has decided to hold the 
Shaya Itafula on 11 September and that the Dinner Dance be dropped for this 
year. Don’t forget the Happening and Cursillo weekend coming up at the end 
of September and our Patronal Celebration and Back to Church Sunday on 2 
October. Yes, we are in for a blessed time indeed this Spring. God’s richest 

blessings as you participate.     Reggie 

September 2016 
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Seasons of Creation 4 

Week 1: Biodiversity 
Job 28:1-11;  Psalm 148;  1 Timothy 4:1-5;  Matthew 6:25-33 
The Living Blue Planet 
“From its foundation and by its very nature, the church is cosmos-orientated. It was a 
modern and a dangerous contraction when the church came to be narrowed down to the 
human world. But if the church is cosmos-orientated, then the ecological crisis of earthly 
creation is the church’s own crisis, for through this destruction of the earth - the church is 
destroyed. When the weaker creatures die, the whole community of creation suffers” 
Jürgen Moltmann, The Source of Life: The Holy Spirit and the Theology of Life 

Week 2: Land 
Genesis 12:1-10;  Psalm 126;  Acts 4:32-37;  Mark 4:26-34 
LAND, PEOPLE AND PLACE. 
Land is mentioned 2000 times in the Old Testament and 250 times in the New Testament. 
There are more references to land than to faith or repentance or baptism. It is a central 
theme of Biblical faith. 
The story of Israel is the story of “the chosen people in the promised land”. The Bible 
teaches us how to live as real people in a fallen world in a real geographical location. 

Week 3: Water 
Ezekiel 47:1-12;  Psalm 65;  Revelation 22:1-5;  John 4:4-15 
Water is a very important theme in the Scriptures. It is mentioned 722 times in the Bible! 
From Genesis to Revelations the word of God flows with references and images of water. 
“When believers in Jesus accept what the word says about our role as earth keepers (and 
water savers), and we cherish, respect and honour water as a gift of God that has been 
freely given to us, we will find our reservoirs full, spiritually and literally.” 
Adapted from presentation by Sue Viljoen at A Rocha AGM 

Week 4: Climate Change 
Genesis 7:11 – 8:4; 9:8-15;  Psalm 24;  Romans 8:18-27;  Mark 16:1-8 
Our Changing World: Climate Change 
Projections tell us that by 2050 Africa will be producing 50% less food as a result of climate 
change. As more and more carbon pollution is pumped into the atmosphere, it forms a 
blanket that is warming the Earth. Droughts will become much more common and water 
shortages more severe. Who needs to act? – Politicians, scientists? What is God saying to 
us as the Church? 

Week 5: Need not Greed 
Exodus 16:13-21;  Psalm 104:26-35;  2 Corinthians 9:6-15;  Luke 12:1-31 
Parable of the Rich Fool – “Jesus said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 
Tibetan Proverb: “The secret of living longer is: eat half, walk double, laugh triple and love 
without measure . . .” 

     

From the Diocese of the Highveld  

Motions from Synod:   

 Following a motion arising from the Bishop’s Charge 
at our Diocesan Synod, Bishop Charles would like 
teams of people (listed below) who would assist in 
parishes.  The Bishop requests that clergy identify 
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relevant people in their parishes and, if they are willing to assist, to please send 
their names, together with contact details, to the Bishop’s Secretary by the 2

nd
 

week of August.  

 Accountants: People to deal with finances and assist in parish finances; 

 Building and Construction: people with expertise (quantity surveyors, 
engineers etc.) in construction to assist parishes with maintenance of 
buildings and insurance; 

 Legal: legal people who have studied law to assist with legal aspects and 
conflict resolution 

 People who have done conflict management. 

 Human Resources: to assist with the issue of the stipends. (Three people 
from our Congregation have already volunteered for this service. Thank 
you!) 

 Stewardship: The Synod  “requested the Bishop to encourage all parishes to use 
the excellent 8 week Stewardship Programme materials put out by Growing the 
Church in preparation for their dedicated giving and budgeting processes at the 
end of 2016”. (St Francis will be embarking on this programme from 18 September 

2016) 

 Diocesan Organisations: A follow-up meeting of Diocesan Organisations will be 
held on Saturday 17

th
 September at 09h00 in the Board Room. 

 Clergy Retreat:  The Clergy Retreat will take place from 5-9
th

 September 2016 at 
Lumko Retreat Centre, Benoni.  Fr Barney Pityana will be the Retreat Leader. The 
cost will be R1550-00 per person. Names to be given to the Bishop’s Secretary. 

 SIYALALELA - Death and Living; 8/15 October    Time: 08h30 – 14h00. R150 per 
course. 

 Happening Weekend Dates 2016:   77:        30
th

 September – 2
nd

 October 

     

Parish Notices 

 ANGLICANS ABLAZE CONFERENCE 2016 - UPDATE  
Accommodation is Fully Booked! 

     

Warm greetings in our Lord’s name! Thank you for your prayers for the conference. 

 We have accommodation at nine sites and all are FULL! We regret that we are unable to 
provide any more beds. Those registering from now on must please arrange their own 
accommodation. 

 With five more weeks to go, we have had the biggest registration yet with 1275 people now 
registered. We still have space for 65 more young people and 140 adults. Registration 
closes on the 15 September or when all the above spaces have been booked. Those 
wishing to come must preferably book online at http://www.anglicansablaze.cape.bz/ (But for 
your convenience, a registration form is attached.) 

 Please remember that we are still running our special discounted youth rate for R395. 
Please encourage your young people to register soon. As mentioned, we only have 65 more 
spaces available, and we do not want our young people to miss out. 

http://www.anglicansablaze.cape.bz/
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 Thank you to all of those who have booked for AA 2016! We would be grateful if you could 
settle any outstanding amounts for registration and/or accommodation before 15 
September. We need to pay the hostels/hotels, or we will lose your accommodation. 

 Please remember that it is vital to bring your proof of payment along to the conference. 
Please don’t forget it. 
 

We would appreciate it greatly if you could continue to pray for the conference, staff and 
volunteers in your private prayers and in your church services. 

 

 BLESSING BLANKETS Thank you for all the donations towards the making of the 
blessing blankets in the form of money or material. These blankets have been blessed and 
will be distributed to the needy. Contact Jenny on 0824552236. 
 

 PANTRY FOR THE POOR -   Watch Pew Slip for each week’s requirements. 
 

 GOLF DAY – 18 August 2016 – A Big Thank You to all those who worked so hard on 
this Fundraiser! We managed to raise an amazing amount of approximately. R 33 000. 
Meat Raffle Winners: 1st Prize – Sam Kotiah; 2nd Prize – Teryl van Niekerk, Stepping 
Stones Hospice; 3rd Prize – Neil; 4th Prize – Chris Bull / Bev Way.   
Liquor Raffle: 1st Prize – J Blyth; 2nd Prize – D Blumrick (Donated to St Francis Parish); 3rd 
Prize – Michael 

     

Dedicated Giving 2016 

Parish Contact Details 

Office hours (weekdays): 08.30 - 13.00  E-mail addresses:  

 011 867 5922  Administrator: admin@sfc.org.za 

 086 238 0686  Rector: rector@sfc.org.za 

 PO Box 11346 RANDHART 1457  Website: www.sfc.org.za 

BANKING DETAILS: Standard Bank - Alberton 

Account Name: The Parish of St Francis  Account No:  421855282 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Rector:     Rev Reggie Venter    Tel    011 867 5922 Cell    079 506 6660 

Prayer Chain:     Kay Peace     Cell    082 401 0645 

Church Wardens:  Sandy Engelbrecht Tel 011 867 2109 Cell 082 480 5822          

  Pheli Mbambo Tel 011 021 6428 Cell 083 397 0024 

  Alton Rankin Tel 011 712 6600 Cell 072 660 7663 

 

DEDICATED GIVING PROGRESS: 2016 

Month Amount Dedicated Amount Received 
Surplus + 
Shortfall - 

Accumulated Surplus + / 

Shortfall -  

June R 85 000.00 R 79 480.00 -  - R   5 320.00 -  R  28 222.00 

July R 85 000.00 R 82 600.00 -  - R   2 400.00 -  R  30 622.00 

August R 85 000.00 R 75 420.00 -  - R   9 580.00 -  R  40 202.00 

 Honour your dedication promise to God 
 Increase your monthly giving if it is not in proportion to what God gives you 
 Let Cherie know if you are unable to give what you promised so that the budget can be 

adjusted 

mailto:admin@sfc.org.za
mailto:rector@sfc.org.za
http://www.sfc.org.za/

