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Dear Habitual Friends  

Having just had a glorious Baptism & Confirmation Service last Sunday, 
we begin this month by celebrating our Patronal Festival – St Francis of Assisi Day 
& Back to Church Sunday. During tea after the service, we will bless the Pets which 
parishioners bring. Over the first weekend of October the Happening and Cursillo 
weekends take place and from 5-8 October there are 14 members of our Parish 
who will attend the Anglicans Ablaze Conference: VULINDLELA [open the way] in 
Cape Town. We look forward to sharing their excitement when they return and 
have God bless us with the blessings they received at the Conference. 

The rest of the month will be given to our teaching on Stewardship. We have 
already seen how God calls us to be stewards of our  

 TALENTS - “We have different gifts, according to the grace given 

 to each of us.” [Romans 12:3-8] 
 
 

 TIME - “Be very careful, then, how 

 you live—not as unwise but as wise, 
 making the most of every opportunity, 
 because the days are evil.” 
 [Ephesians 5:15-16] 

                                          TREASURES  
                                                  “But who am I, and who are my people,           
                                                      that we should be able to give as  
                                                   generously as this? Everything comes  
                                                       from you, and we have given you  
                                                        only what comes from your hand.”  
                                                    [1 Chronicles 29:14]  

                                          TESTIMONIES  
“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”  [1 Peter 3:15] 

October 2016 
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This month we will answer questions like – What exactly do we understand by 
stewardship? How does God mean us to use our gifts? What about our time? How 
can our Testimonies form part of our giving? We will create a new Time, Talents 
and Testimony form and ask parishioners to commit some of these gifts to God on 
Dedicated Giving Sunday (13 November). 

Just a thought: Should we not begin to think of our Stewardship more in terms of 
‘sharing’ than ‘giving’? The word ‘giving’ leaves us with a sense of having lost 
something, being separated from it. ‘Sharing’, on the other hand suggests a sense 
of ‘partaking’ in something, gaining something from others, a sense of belonging 
and being cared for. This is surely what St Francis meant in his paradoxical prayer-
statement: “it is in giving that we receive”. Did God not give his only Son on the 
cross in order to share the fullness of God’s being and Kingdom with us?    

Moving forward with the ‘greening’ of St Francis, we will soon have 
our new water tanks installed to harvest rain water, and we will 
continue with our solar energy project to gain independence from 
the ESKOM power grid. The establishment of a prayer garden has 
been started with the area being fenced off, and this will help us to 
achieve our ultimate goal of presenting Weeks 
of Guided Prayer and Day Retreats in the 

pleasant environment of our Church, and also to encourage 
people to pop in during the week to spend time in prayer in 
the garden.  

 

God’s richest blessings as you participate in our worship, teaching and projects this 

month, and begin to share more readily what God has blessed you with.     Reggie 
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1. The Reality of the Destruction of our Environment 

Facts: 

 Over the past 40 years, marine fish species 
have declined by 35% due to sea pollution, 
overfishing and climate change. Fresh water 
fish species declined by 76%. Terrestrial 
(land) species have declined by 39% due to 
loss of habitat, pollution and invasive 
species, as well as deforestation, urban 
development and energy production. 

 Unsustainable farming practices, like large 
commercial single crop farms and 
desertification, are among Southern Africa’s 
most critical environmental issues. 

 In 2015, five of South Africa’s provinces were declared drought disaster areas, 
and this is expected to be a taste of our future. 

 Climate change has impacted on Africa in the following ways: changing 
weather patterns (flooding and drought); human health (climate-sensitive 
diseases on the rise or spreading); flooding, causing destruction of homes an 
shelters, which has special impact on women, children, the elderly and 
sick/frail. 

 These drastic climate changes impact National Security and possible 
international conflicts. 

 The impact on various ecosystems has been mentioned above.  
 

We now not only have vastly increased knowledge of environmental impact issues 
and are seeing the effects of the destruction of the environment, but we are also 
beginning to personally experience and ‘feel’ them in changing weather patterns, 
heat, fires, storms, floods, tsunamis etc. 

The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of filth. 
Pope Francis 

 

2. A Call from the World, from the Church and from God 

There are the civil and spiritual calls to stop destruction and pollution, and to take 
care of the environment. 

 World summits on the environment and government undertakings to reduce 
waste, litter, pollution and to conserve the environment. 

St Francis of Assisi, Alberton 

‘Greening’ Project  
 



4 

 

 Our Anglican Church’s call to Christians is one of the five marks of mission: 
“To strive to safeguard the integrity of Creation and to sustain and renew the 
life of the Earth.” 

 Our Diocese of the Highveld passed a resolution at our last Synod, calling on 
people of our parishes to reduce our carbon footprint, stop the abuse of the 
earth’s resources, foster responsible Earth-keeping for future generations, to 
encourage the edicts of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, save water and electricity, 
and to celebrate Creation. 

 

The future of human beings and all life on earth hangs in the 

balance as a consequence of the present unjust economic 

structures, the injustice existing between the rich and the poor, 

and the continuing exploitation of the natural environment. 
Lambeth Conference 1998 [Resolution 1.8] 
 

3. Greening makes Rands and Sense 

The considerable financial and other savings to be had 
through greening projects include: 

 Savings on water, electricity, waste removal and sewerage bills. 

 Setting money and other resources free for use on restoration and 
conservation projects. 

 By setting our water and electricity resources free for the poor to use without 
further cost, pollution and destruction of the environment, we can keep on 
providing water and electricity, and more services. 

 Closer to home - did you know that: 
o municipal charges at St Francis of Assisi church increased on average 

by 596% (an average of 35% year on year) over the past seven years? 
o in monetary terms, our annual spent has increased from R16 500 in 

2009 to R115 000 in 2016. 
o we spent over half a million Rand [R500 000] of your church offerings 

on municipal charges during this period. 
o extrapolating the past annual increase pattern into the future, would 

mean that our annual spent over the next four years (2020) at a 
reduced average increase of 26%  could easily be in excess of R820 000  

 This means that the sooner we begin to use alternative electricity and water 
resources, the sooner we will begin to make massive cuts on our budget. 
Perhaps more importantly, we will be able to make a significant 
contribution to saving our natural coal and water resources as they are 
currently utilised to generate electricity  

 It is currently possible to install an alternative energy system to supply 
electricity to the whole complex (church, rectory and all ancillary buildings) 
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and enjoy virtually free electricity immediately and use the savings to pay 
back the installation costs in only two years’ time  

 From that time on we will enjoy virtually free water and electricity for at 
least another 20 years. 

 The alternative water and electricity resources are free in the rain and 
sunshine we are gifted with each day. 

 If we do not make the financial sacrifice now, we remain locked into 
increasing municipal charges over the next four years and waste a further 
R820 000 of our money! 

 The sooner we begin to use alternative electricity and water resources, the 
sooner we will begin to make massive cuts on our budget. 

 Over a period of about two years we estimated that we could recover our 
financial outlay on the cost of an electrification system. From that  
time on, we could enjoy virtually free water and electricity for at least 
another 20 years. 

 The alternative water and electricity resources are free in the rain and 
sunshine we are gifted with each day. 

 If we do not make the financial sacrifice now, we remain locked into 
increasing municipal charges over the next four years and waste a further 
R820 000 of our money! 

 

To serve as custodians of creation is not an empty title; it requires that we act, and with 

all the urgency this dire situation demands. Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
 

4. Greening Sets us Free 
Greening will set us free 

 to worship God with clean hands, open hearts and grateful joy, through being 
good stewards of his gifts 

 to release more of our money offerings – about R10 000 per month! – to help 
set people free from their “prisons of poverty, hunger and oppression” 

 to set free the  water and electricity resources 
we now use to be used in disadvantaged 
communities without having to generate new 
resources (also saving cost and earth resources). 
A double saving! 

 to provide improved ministry to the community 
by creating a green Prayer Garden for the 
revival, renewal, strengthening and building of 
souls and spirits of people through the offering 
of a prayer facility, Weeks of Guided Prayer, day 
retreats, etc. 
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5. Greening is our Gift to God, our Children and the World 
Greening is  

 part of our gift of thanks to God for his wonderful provision through nature 
and our environment 

 leaving a very valuable legacy for our children and grand-children  

 part of our ongoing ministry and mission to the people of our community 

 part of our witness to the world that our God turns darkness into light, 
sadness into joy, creates and renews the earth, provides for all and is indeed 
our Salvation! 

 

6. Three Challenges  

 Ourselves 
We have the challenge of doing what we HAVE to do in the circumstances, of 
doing what we CAN do, and acting with urgency. (See Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu’s quote on the previous page.) 

 Our Youth 
The involvement of the young people of our Parish is imperative. Last year 
the youth did a programme which taught them about the environmental 
issues facing our world, and they studied the Scriptural injunctions to take 
care of the environment. We need their input in implementing solutions and 
helping make decisions about the future of the environment and our Church 
environment.  

 Our community 

As we work at ‘greening’ our beloved St Francis of Assisi we will, through the 
local media and by personal contact, challenge the other churches in our 
vicinity to follow our lead. 

 
Our own parishioners will be challenged to implement conservation measures in 
their own homes and encourage them in their places of work. This invitation to 
reduce the carbon footprint can be extended to neighbours, family and friends as 

part of our Godly outreach and mission.  

 

 

Our people are bound up with the future of the land. Our 

national renewal depends upon the way we treat our land, our 

water, our resources of energy and the air we breathe.  

Nelson Mandela 
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KICK - Update 
The Parish Council has decided to discontinue with the KICK 
Project, but the following steps have been taken to ensure 
that the feeding and caring of about 100 children in Eden Park 
continues: 

 Fr Vincent has established a management committee in 
the Parish of St Matthew & St Luke in Eden Park, under the 
auspices of the Highveld Board for Social Responsibility 
(HABSR), to continue providing for the feeding of these 
children until HABSR has established a “Safe Park” in the Parish.  

 The funds which we have received from our link Parishes, St Melons & St Dyfrigs, in the 
Diocese of Monmouth UK, as well as monies which our own parishioners have continued 
to give over the past months will be transferred to HABSR specifically for this project. 
The funds amount to just over R25 000. 

 St Francis will undertake to continue supporting the project, which will function under a 
different name (still to be decided on) wherever we can, with Christmas gifts, food 
parcels, uniforms and school stationery. 

 Parishioners with concerns / needing more information please speak to Fr Reggie. 

     

From the Diocese of the Highveld  

Stewardship: The Synod  “requested the Bishop to encourage all 
parishes to use the excellent 8 week Stewardship Programme 
materials put out by Growing the Church in preparation for their 
dedicated giving and budgeting processes at the end of 2016”. (St 
Francis began this programme on 18 September 2016) 

 Clergy Retreat:  The Clergy Retreat took place from 5-9
th

 September 2016 at Lumko 
Retreat Centre, Benoni.  Fr Barney Pityana led us in Retreat around the Psalms. What a 
wonderful and enriching experience it was! 

 SIYALALELA - Death and Living; 8/15 October    Time: 08h30 – 14h00. R150 per course. 
Please give your names to Bishop’s Secretary.   Any carer, parishioner, lay minister or 
anyone else who is interested may attend the Death and living course. It is not 
restricted to Counsellors only. 

  2017 Diocesan Planning Meeting: Saturday 8
th

 October.  

     

Parish Notices 

                              ANGLICANS ABLAZE CONFERENCE 2016     

Our Parish Team is off to Cape Town on 4 October, ST FRANCIS DAY. 

                                                      Bon Voyage! 
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 FUN WALK - Saturday, 15 October, 07:00 – Kliprivierberg Nature Reserve followed by 
a picnic breakfast. Further details to follow. 

 

 PARISH PLANNING DAY - We have schedules Saturday, 22 October, 14:00 – 16:00 to 
compile our Parish Calendar for 2017. By then all the portfolio teams would have 
decided on their key dates for 2017. 

 SOCIAL EVENING – 28 October 2016 - Bingo and Pizza evening  
 

 DEDICATED GIVING SUNDAY – Feast of Christ the King - 20 November 2016. 
 

 ADVENT SUNDAY -  27 November heralds our third Vision 2020 year with the Theme: 
Committed to God’s Mission 

 CRAFT MARKET & POTJIE COMPETITION – Saturday, 3 December. More details to 
follow. 
 

 CAROLS BY CANDLE-LIGHT -  Saturday, 3 December, 19:00 
 CHRISTMAS MUSICAL -  The Manger Masterpiece: Sunday, 4 December at 09:00 
 2017 VESTRY - 29 January 2017.  

     

Dedicated Giving Progress 2016 

 
 

     

Parish Contact Details 

Office hours (weekdays): 08.30 - 13.00  E-mail addresses:  

 011 867 5922  Administrator: admin@sfc.org.za 

 086 238 0686  Rector: rector@sfc.org.za 

 PO Box 11346 RANDHART 1457  Website: www.sfc.org.za 

BANKING DETAILS: Standard Bank - Alberton 

Account Name: The Parish of St Francis  Account No:  421855282 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Rector:     Rev Reggie Venter    Tel    011 867 5922 Cell    079 506 6660 

Prayer Chain:     Kay Peace     Cell    082 401 0645 

Church Wardens:  Sandy Engelbrecht Tel 011 867 2109 Cell 082 480 5822          

  Pheli Mbambo Tel 011 021 6428 Cell 083 397 0024 

  Alton Rankin Tel 011 712 6600 Cell 072 660 7663 

 

Month Amount Dedicated Amount Received 
Surplus + 
Shortfall - 

Accumulated Surplus + / 

Shortfall -  

June R 85 000.00 R 79 580.00 -  - R   5 220.00 -  R  28 022.00 

July R 85 000.00 R 82 850.00 -  - R   2 150.00 -  R  30 172.00 

August R 85 000.00 R 80 020.00 -  - R   4 980.00 -  R  35 152.00 

 Honour your dedication promise to God 
 Increase your monthly giving if it is not in proportion to what God gives you 
 Let Cherie know if you are unable to give what you promised so that the budget can be 

adjusted 

mailto:admin@sfc.org.za
mailto:rector@sfc.org.za
http://www.sfc.org.za/

