
 

 

 The Habit 

Committed to God’s Mission 

 
 

Dear Habitual Friends  

Rector’s Statement of Needs - 2017 

This year I would like to preface my Statement of Needs with gratitude to all who 
serve God in this Parish and all who share the responsibility of leadership with me.  
 

It is my joyous task to spur us on in the Lord. So remember with me how St Paul 
said to the Christians at Philippi:  
13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of . . . that 
for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. . . But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” 

There’s the task: Forget the past, strain toward what is ahead! 

In Advent 2014 we embarked on our Parish 2020 Vision. Let me remind us of that 
Vision. It reads: 

  With God’s help St Francis of Assisi, Alberton, will be 

 a “Green Parish”. 

 a garden where people can meet with Christ and be ministered to and taught 
by him 

 a place of vibrant worship and ministry 

 a centre from which people graduate to service in the wider community 

  We will provide  

 an attractive place of worship set in a beautiful garden 
 at least four ordained priests and deacons 
 an effective team of lay ministers caring for the congregants 
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 a vibrant junior church  
 worship services that will cater for various needs, languages, ages and 

church traditions 

We began our journey by reminding ourselves that God loves us in Christ and 
that we should be anchored in this love. Last year we encouraged one 
another to grow in Christ’s love. As we become more and more anchored in 
Christ and grow in his love, he calls us to take part in bringing all of creation 
back into relationship with the Creator. This is God’s mission, and this year 
we will be encouraged to commit to that mission. 
 

When I draw our attention to the needs of the Parish in 2017, I see only too 
clearly the Lord’s call to us all for a deeper commitment. I have said 
previously that even if we had all the financial resources in the world, mission 
and ministry would not happen unless people commit themselves to rolling 
up their sleeves an providing that ministry. So I call on every parishioner to 
dedicate some of their time and talents to serving God in this church and the 
community. 
 

We have made significant progress towards becoming a “green” Parish and 
providing a garden in which our worship takes place. The property has been 
fenced, water tanks have been installed with an electrical back-up system to 
cope with power outages. Much of this has been achieved through the kind 
donations of parishioners. This year we challenged to plant our garden and 
possibly start our solar energy project which will take us off the Eskom grid. 
 

We cannot grow in our commitment to Christ or be committed to mission 
with him in the world without appropriate leadership. We live in a world 
today where people shy away from true commitment and perseverance. To 
this end, I challenge the lay ministers and leaders of the various ministry 
groups mentioned above, and indeed every parishioner, to deepen their 
commitment to Jesus, to each other in this congregation and to God’s 
children in our community. Work more conscientiously, diligently and 
persevere at your service and ministries as though you were doing it directly 
for Jesus, as should be the case.  
 

During my visit with Bishop Charles two weeks ago, I shared our numerical 
and spiritual growth in the Parish with him and entreated him to consider 
seriously the candidates we have put forward to local ordained ministry in 
the Parish. Presently we have Allan and Cherie in the diocesan Fellowship of 
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Vocation. I hope to send a further candidate or two this year. Tseliso is 
training as a preacher and I wish others will join him.  
 

I was much encouraged that Bishop Charles recognises the hard work done in 
our Parish and has asked to use our prayer booklet, Anchored in the Love of 
Christ, and a follow-up book on Growing in the Love of Christ, for growth 
throughout the Diocese of the Highveld. In order to sustain growth in the 
Parish and progress towards our Vision 2020, I have asked a number of 
couples to form an ‘Elders Group’ and a sounding board and ‘think tank’ for 
future development. We will begin to meet soon for this purpose. 
 

We really need to provide special opportunities for the spiritual growth of 
our children in the Junior Church. Godly Play was established in our Parish 
two years ago. WE are desperately in need of crew for our Junior Church. 
From this year we will establish closed links in that we will meet in praise and 

worship together, as a family, for the first part 
of our Sunday Eucharist service. Thereafter the 
children and unconfirmed young people will 
leave to have their teaching in the Junior Church 
while we continue with our readings and 
sermon in the congregation. They will join us 
again in the Church for communion and blessing 
before concluding their worship. 
 

 From Easter this year, having schooled and 
prepared the lay ministers, I propose to begin 
introducing our new Anglican liturgies during 
Sunday worship. They should add significantly 
to our goal of providing ‘worship services that 

will cater for various needs, languages, ages and church traditions’ by 2020. 
 

I have been talking of 2017 being our Parish Jubilee. Fr Tom Amore advised 
me recently that this is not the case. St Francis actually became a parish more 
recently, and we are currently trying to establish the exact date. Since 
virtually all parish records were destroyed before I arrived in the Parish, this 
is going to be a rather difficult task. I apologise for the misinformation.     
 

May I end on a personal note: This week I embark on my seventh year of 
ministry in this Parish, and I have begun my 34th year of ordained ministry. In 
2018 I intend applying for a three-month sabbatical or ‘furlong’ as the Canons 
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name it. The rules require me to make this intention known well ahead of 
time so that the congregation and parish council can prepare adequately for 
it. Also, since my retirement comes up in November, 2018, this year will be 
the last Christmas I spend with you as your priest.  

That’s the future. Back to the present, and our task at hand, which is to be 
fully committed to God, and God’s Mission in this Parish and community.  

God bless you all as we go into 2017 together.     Reggie 

[The full text of the Statement of Needs 2017 with the preface of thanks can 
be read on the St Francis website.] 

 

     

                   Committed to God’s Mission  
God is a missionary  
God is constantly calling us back into relationship with him. After Adam and 
Eve had sinned in the Garden of Eden and destroyed their relationship of 
trust with their Creator, God walks in the garden calling out to them, “Where 
are you?” [Gen 3.9] God knew that they were ‘apart’ from him, hurting in 
their shame and loss, and God was calling them back to him  - to wholeness 
and deathless life in God’s Garden. 

Partners with God  
We, who call ourselves Christians, have repented of our 
brokenness and returned to God through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Like God’s Son, while we are in this world, we are 
partners with God in fulfilling God’s mission in bringing 
all of creation back into relationship with the Creator. 

Commitment is needed to fulfil God’s mission  

Jesus was fully committed to God’s mission – so much so that he gave his life 
on the cross to demonstrate Gods longing for us and his, sincerity in wanting 
to have us back with him. While we are in this world awaiting our reunion 
with God in Eden, we are also to take our commitment to this cause 
seriously. 

Things to begin considering as we go into 2017 
 How are ideas for mission started in our Parish/Diocese?  

 How does my life reflect being called by God and appointed to bear  fruit?  



5 

 

 How does our Parish budget and use of time show that we see ourselves 
as being sent into the world?  

 Talk among yourselves about the different ways our parish could be 
involved in mission.  

     

 

 

The long wait is over! Our Vestry meeting voted unanimously for the 
installation of our Solar Power System and soon we will receive both our 
electric power and our spiritual power directly from our Lord. Thank you all!  

     

Preparing for Lent 

ENCOUNTER WITH GOD: Lent 2017 
Do you long for an intimate relationship with God? Do you have something 
you would like to bring before God? Would you like to hear what God desires 
for you? Commit to 1 hour per week with a Prayer Guide during Lent here at  
St Francis Further details to follow.  

LENT COURSE FOR 2017 
Archbishop Thabo writes: 
 

“Dear Synod of Bishops 
 

Greetings. As indicated in my November Laos, I write to commend the attached Lent 
Course for 2017 and humbly request your clergy and parishioners to distribute it far 
and wide so that we can Reflect, Pray and Act together as ACSA.  
 

The Lenten series will also be available on my blog, Provincial Website, E-reader 
Website, Hope Africa Website, Green Anglican Website, Growing the Church Website 
and The College of the Transfiguration Website.  
 

I also kindly request you place it on your website. Please do also note that this Lent 
Course will be mailed to all organizations within our Province later this afternoon. 
 

God Bless”  
 

In answer, we will place Archbishop Thabo’s LENT COURSE 2017 on our 
website as well as make it available to Parishioners in hard copy at the 
price of printing. Please make use of it this Lent. 

     

St Francis of Assisi, Alberton 

‘Greening’ Project  
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A Dozen Ways to Find Inner Peace 

Here are a dozen ways to find inner peace: 
1. Love without any demands or expectations 
2. Forgive yourself and everyone else. 
3. Don't trouble trouble till trouble troubles you! 
4. Know yourself....and, to yourself be true. 
5. Know that nothing is ever wrong. Everything is ordained, if it is happening. 
6. Be kind, love your neighbour and treat others as you wish to be treated. 
7. Give thanks for what you have. Keep a daily gratitude journal. 
8. Do not be anxious for what you have not. For happiness is not wanting to have 

but thanking God for what you already have. 
9. Know that there are no accidents or coincidences. 
10. Live in the now. Stay in the present moment. Have a daily mindfulness practice. 
11. Choose to be happy and peaceful each morning in just waking up to another 

day. Begin each day with affirmative prayer, creative visualization & meditation. 
Have a spiritual practice.  

12. Live a life of selfless service to others. Be a beneficial presence in the world. 
 

The author: Dr. John B. Charnay  

     

Year of the Young 

 
After advocating for this for the last few years, Provincial Synod and the Archbishop 
has agreed that 2017 will be known as the Year of the Young.  For the entire 2017 
we will be placing special focus on various aspects affecting the children and young 
people of our Church. 
 

It is our hope and prayer that every member of the Anglican Church in Southern 
Africa (ACSA) will actively and meaningfully, get involved in playing a role in the care 
and nurture of our young. 
 

Being the start of a new school year, it is appropriate that we focus on 
EDUCATION.  Sunday 5th February 2017 is Provincial Education Sunday. 
 

"Education remains one of our top priorities as Nelson Mandela once said: “Education 
is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world” .The church is 
one institution which has; scholars, educators, parents and department heads, whom 
are all stakeholders within the education system. It is therefore our humble request 
that we take advantage of this God given privilege by not only observing this day in 
passing, but by helping to raise the standard of education and giving new hope in 
alleviating poverty in our communities."  
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Read the full message from the President of Provincial Youth Council (PYC) by 
clicking the following link: http://aysa.org.za/index.php/educationmustrise/  

 

For some prayers which you may use during Worship Services, please click the 
following link : http://aysa.org.za/index.php/year-of-the-young-1/ 

     

From the Diocese of the Highveld 

 Diocesan Gender Committee: Bishop Charles has asked the Parish to 
nominate two persons to serve on the Diocesan Gender Committee 
called for at our last Diocesan Synod. If you feel God is asking you to play 
a role in building the Kingdom in this way, please speak to Fr Reggie or 
one of the Wardens. 

 Marriage Prep Course:  on February 18/25
th

. Open to clergy and those who 
have done the Basic course. R150 from 08:30  to 13:30.  Need names as soon as 
possible. 

 Godly Play Core Training:   The next Godly Play Core Training in Gauteng will 
take place from 18 - 20 March 2017 in Benoni. Godly Play is a wonderful way to 
do children's church which is spiritually nourishing to all involved - children and 
adults alike. 

 Part time intern administration assistant:  Cathedral Parish of St 
Dunstan, is seeking a part time administrative assistant in the Parish 
Office.  The position requires working on Monday and Friday mornings 
from 08:00 – 13:00. 

Parish Notices 

MEET OUR NEW PARISH COUNCIL 
Church Wardens: Sandy Engelbrecht and Pheli Mbambo 
Councillors: Jenny Breet, Keith Holliman, Beryl & Alton Rankin. 

May God bless you as you guide the Parish through 2017 
AND OUR NEW PARISH STAFF  

A BIG Welcome to our new Parish Secretary, Fiona Williamson who joins us 
on 13 February and our Parish Administrator, Patricia Lendis-Hartnick who 
joined us on 1 February. We trust that you will enjoy your work at St Francis 

of Assisi. 

 SHROVE TUESDAY – 28 February 2017  
Remember that our Bishop Charles and Tebogo will join us for our evening 
of fun. Come along, get some pancakes and a few raffle tickets and have a 
chat with him and Tebogo. 

http://aysa.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=68af9b546aac31a6f3746ea36&id=54dafe0183&e=49c7e00ac5
http://aysa.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=68af9b546aac31a6f3746ea36&id=d7824a55db&e=49c7e00ac5
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 ASH WEDNESDAY – 1 March 2017 
We will have Eucharist services with ashes in the morning at 09:30 and in 
the evening at 19:00.  

 WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – 3 March 2017 
These Services will be held at the Alberton Methodist Church (behind AMCARE): 
10:00 am and 7:00pm. Ladies, please support us by volunteering to read lessons 
at these services. Speak to Jenny Breet. 

 DIOCESAN COUNCIL MEETING – 4 March 2017 
Attendance mandatory for Rectors and Church Wardens. 

 

Dedicated Giving 2016 
We ended 2017 on a very high note. Thank you for your dedication to 

giving towards God’s work in the Parish. 

 

There are still many Parishioners who have not made their dedication of 
treasures and/or talents for 2017. If you have been away, please complete a 
form and place it in the collection bag. Thank you! 

       
 

Parish Contact Details 

Office hours (weekdays): 08.30 - 13.00  E-mail addresses:  

 011 867 5922  Administrator: admin@sfc.org.za 

 086 238 0686  Rector: rector@sfc.org.za 

 PO Box 11346 RANDHART 1457  Website: www.sfc.org.za 

BANKING DETAILS: Standard Bank - Alberton 

Account Name: The Parish of St Francis  Account No:  421855282 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Rector:     Rev Reggie Venter    Tel    011 867 5922 Cell    079 506 6660 

Prayer Chain:     Kay Peace     Cell    082 401 0645 

Church Wardens:  Sandy Engelbrecht Tel 011 867 2109 Cell 082 480 5822          

  Pheli Mbambo Tel 011 021 6428 Cell 083 397 0024 

Secretary: Fiona Williamson Tel 011 867 5922   

Administrator:  Patricia Lendis-Hartnick Tel 011 867 5922   

 

Month Amount Dedicated Amount Received 
Surplus + 
Shortfall - 

Accumulated Surplus + / 

Shortfall -  

October R 85 000.00 R102 570.00 -  +R 17 570.00 +  R103 687.00 

November R 85 000.00 R115 380.00  -  +R 30 380.00 +  R134 067.00 

December R 85 000.00 R109 150.00 -  +R 24 150.00 +  R158 217.00 

October R 85 000.00 R102 570.00 -  +R 17 570.00 +  R103 687.00 

mailto:admin@sfc.org.za
mailto:rector@sfc.org.za
http://www.sfc.org.za/

