
 

 

 The Habit 

Committed to God’s Mission 

 
 

Dear Habitual Friends  

December 2016 

What an appropriate time to begin our new year of Vision 2020 this 
Advent as we begin to focus on God’s Mission and how we can share in it!  

The season of Advent reminds us that Christ our King whom we celebrated 
on the second last Sunday of November this year, is the very Saviour who 
came to be with us at Christmas time over two thousand years ago, and 
the Judge whose return we expect at any time in the future. God, in whom 
we Hope, sent his Son, Jesus, to demonstrate the amazing Love, which 
brings us great Joy and enables us to live lives of Peace, even amid the 
turmoil of our modern day and age. 

When all seems hopeless, we can still trust in God. In a world where so 
much hatred and selfishness seems to be the order of the day, nothing can 
kill God’s love for us. The Christian’s heart is flooded with an inexplicable 
joy, while so much in life tries to force us into depression and sadness. We 
can still find a peace which passes understanding amid the immense 
turmoil in the world. This is our God of Light to whom we are attracted and 
whom we remember and worship at Christmas time. 

The Advent Wreath 
 

Martin Luther had a number of ideas for things that people could do at 
home to teach the catechism to their children. He certainly didn’t invent 
the Advent Wreath itself, because that goes back to ancient Roman times, 
and probably even earlier.  

December 2016 – 
January 2017 
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We suspect Luther had a hand in the Advent Wreath’s present form 
because it was used in Germany as a Lutheran family custom. Since Advent 
Wreaths were originally used in the home, most of the ones you find for 
sale are small. They didn’t become popular 
in churches until the middle of the 
twentieth century. Now they are nearly 
universal. 
 

You can make your own Advent Wreath 
with either four or five candles: To begin, 
put four candles on a wreath or at least in 
a circle. Traditionally the candles are 
purple, because in antiquity, purple dye 
was very expensive and it was the color of 
royalty. We use purple for Advent because 
it is the season of the coming of the King. 
If you can’t get purple candles, you can 
substitute blue ones. You can also make one of the candles pink if you 
like—technically, it is rose colored. If you have a fifth candle, it goes in the 
center of the wreath and it should be white. 

Historically, the candles had no more meaning than a countdown to 
Christmas, one being lit each Sunday in Advent. That is, they originally 
stood for 4, 3, 2, and 1. However, people like things in the church to have 
symbolic meanings, so the candles gradually acquired meanings in their 
names: Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace (all the things we enjoy because of the 
coming of Jesus). If someone in your church tells you that the candles have 
some other meaning than Hope, Love, Joy, or Peace, they aren’t wrong, 
they are just different. If you use a white candle in the center of your 
Wreath, it symbolizes Jesus Christ and is lit on the eve of Christmas. 

January 2017 

In October 2017 we celebrate our 50th Anniversary as the Parish of St 
Francis of Assisi. Let’s make this a very special year of remembering and 
celebrating. Presently, we are preparing a commemorative book on the 
history of the Parish. We are open to ideas of how to celebrate 
appropriately. Perhaps you could share your thoughts and ideas with us? 

We also take our 2020 Vision process a step further by declaring that we 
wish to be Committed to God’s Mission. Below you will find a little more 
about what we mean by this. 
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Of course, the beginning of the year sees our annual Vestry Meeting and 
the election of our 2017 Parish Council. Please give some thought and 
prayer to this and propose people for the Council by having them 
nominated and seconded on the forms at the entrance of the Church. 

My heartfelt thanks go to all members of St Francis – people and Council – 
for a wonderful and successful 2016. As we celebrate Christmas and the 
New Year “may the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each 

other and for everyone else.” (Thessalonians 3.12)    Reggie 
     

Vision 2020 

People empowered for Life and Ministry 

With God’s help St Francis of Assisi, Alberton, will be 

 a “Green Parish”. 

 a garden where people can meet with Christ and be ministered to 
and taught by him 

 a place of vibrant worship and ministry 

 a centre from which people graduate to service in the wider 
community 

We will provide  
 an attractive place of worship set in a beautiful garden 
 at least four ordained priests and deacons 
 an effective team of lay ministers caring for the congregants 
 a vibrant junior church 
 worship services that will cater for various needs, languages, ages 

and church traditions 

Our first steps towards 2020 were taken at Advent 2014 when we resolved 
to become Anchored in the Love of Christ! During 2014/15 we had 
teaching geared towards helping people commit their lives to Christ or 
renew their commitment to Christ and to each other in the congregation 
at St Francis.  

Advent 2015 saw us embarking on a journey to deepen this relationship 
with Jesus with the theme which is Growing in the Love of Christ. We had 
the symbol of a tree to remind us of the journey we took in deepening our 
trust and friendship with Christ. 

During 2015/16 we looked at four areas of Growing in the Love of Christ: 
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1. Growing in our Commitment to Jesus.  
2. Growing through Commitment to Christ’s Church – CHURCH 

MEMBERSHIP. [As we deepen our friendship with God we also deepen 
our friendship with each other in the Body of Christ.] 

3. Growing through Commitment to Fellowship with Christ’s People – 
DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS. [Our goal is to establish at least six new 
fellowship groups in the Parish during 2016.] 

4. Growing through Commitment to Service with Christ – MINISTRY 

On Advent Sunday this year (27 November 2016) we shifted our focus 
once again. During 2016/17 we will seek to become more Committed to 
God’s Mission. We will be sharing a lot more on this subject in the New 
Year but, in the meantime, here’s something to chew on: 

Committed to God’s Mission  
Chris Viljoen & Nancy Tshabalala 

Story  
A well-known Indian evangelist named Sadhu Chellappa 
was on a mission trip to a village north of Madras, when 
in the middle of the night he suddenly sensed God 

speaking to him: "Leave this house quickly and run away!” - not exactly a 
convenient thing to do. But Chellappa was used to obeying the Lord 
without debate, so he dressed quickly and ran into the darkness.  

After a while, he was in open country. As he passed under a large tree, he 
felt God tell him, "Stay here and start to preach! Now even for an 
experienced evangelist, this was puzzling--because there was no one to be 
seen. Why did God want him to preach to an empty field in the middle of 
the night? But he stopped under the tree and began to preach the gospel.  

Finally, he reached the point at which he called on his unseen listeners to 
give their lives to Jesus. He was surprised to hear a voice from the top of 
the tree and see a man climb down, crying. The man tearfully gave his life 
to Jesus. When Chellappa asked why he was in a tree out in the middle of 
nowhere, the man admitted, "I came out here to hang myself."  

 
John 20: 19 – 22 “

19 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 

disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 
20 

After 

he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 

overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  
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21 
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 

sending you.” 
22 

And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the 

Holy Spirit.” 

Think about the following: 

God is a missionary  
God’s mission is to transform the creation broken by sin and evil into the 
new creation in which there is no more sin or curse; to unite all things in 
heaven and earth under Christ, bringing them together through the blood 
of Jesus on the cross.  
When you pray the prayer Jesus taught His disciples, think of faith in action 
– mission - when you say, “Our father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.”  

Partners with God  
From our encounter with God in the Eucharist we commit ourselves to 
mission, to partner with God as we pray, “Send us out into the world in the 
power of the Holy Spirit ......”  

We are all called to be a missionary wherever we live and work every day 
of our lives. John Stott calls this “the double identity of the church (or) 
incarnational Chris-tianity” meaning “that the church is a people who have 
been both called out of the world to worship God and sent back into the 
world to witness and serve.” Jesus said, “You did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.” 
(John 15:16a)  

Commitment is needed to fulfil God’s mission  
Israel was to be a light to the nations and failed. Lesslie Newbigin writes, 
“Bearers – not exclusive beneficiaries. There lay the constant temptation. 
Again and again it had to be said that election is for responsibility, not for 
privilege”. The prophets constantly had to call Israel back to its calling.  

The mission of God flows from the love of God. The mission of God’s 
people flows from our love for God and for all that God loves. Bishop 
Graham Cray writes, “I understand that mission to include everything that 
Christ sends His disciples to do, and to include the vocations of all 
Christians in God’s world.” A church committed to God’s mission continues 
to do what Jesus began to do on earth. 

Things to begin considering as we go into 2017 
 How are ideas for mission started in our Parish/Diocese?  
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 How does my life reflect being called by God and appointed to 
bear fruit?  

 How does our Parish budget and use of time show that we see 
ourselves as being sent into the world?  

 Talk among yourselves about the different ways our parish could 
be involved in mission.  

 

 
     

 

 

 

 

I am anxious that we do not lose a grip on this important project and that 
we proceed with it as soon as possible in 2017. Every month that goes by, 
costs increase and we continue to pay high electricity bills. Thus far, we 
have received and collected R 89 000.00 in donations towards the project. 
My expectation is that Parishioners who will be receiving Christmas 
bonuses and 13th Cheques from their employers this year will seriously 
consider tithing on that income. If we all do this, we will easily reach our 
target of R300 000.00 to complete the project. We are already 1/3 of the 
way there! (I refer you to our October 2016 edition of The Habit for our full 
motivation for this project.) 

     

From the Diocese of the Highveld 

 Diocesan Gender Committee: Bishop Charles has asked the Parish to 
nominate two persons to serve on the Diocesan Gender Committee 
called for at our last Diocesan Synod. If you feel God is asking you to 
play a role in building the Kingdom in this way, please speak to Fr 
Reggie or one of the Wardens. 

 Ministerial Practice Declaration: All Rectors/Priests in Charge are to 
ensure that people in their parishes that hold office fill in the form to 
be kept on file.  

     

 

St Francis of Assisi, Alberton 

‘Greening’ Project  
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Parish Notices 

Important Dates in December 2016 / January 2017 

 Dedicated Giving Sunday was held on 22 November. Thank you to all 
who have made their dedication of time, talents and treasures to the 
Lord. If you have not yet done so, please let us have your dedication as 
soon as possible. We do not assume that your past dedication will 
continue.  

 Budgeting process. Our budgeting process has started with the 
dedications of treasures which we have received from parishioners.  

o We have met to look at our Parish Planning for 2017.  

o We have looked at the past year’s expenditure and begun to build 
our 2017 budget. 

 By the middle of December we will have the Church Wardens’ and 
Portfolio Reports from our Councillors for parishioners to scrutinise. 

 The Parish Calendar for 2017 will be finalised and made available to 
parishioners 

 Information on the dedication of Time and Talents will be collated and 
given to the various ministry group leaders, so that they can begin to 
plan and prepare for ministry in 2017. 

 Christmas Services:  

o Midnight Mass: 11:45 on Saturday, 24 December 

o Christmas Family Services: 07:00 and 09:00 on Christmas Day, 25 
December 

o Sunday after Christmas: Services as usual (Said Eucharist at 07:00 
and Sung Eucharist at 09:00) 

2017 

 There will be no New Year Midnight Mass, but New Year’s Day is on 
Sunday 1 January and our 07:00 and 09:00 services will take place as 
usual.  

 Sunday, 22 January - 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany: Said Eucharist at 
07:00 and Sung Thanksgiving Eucharist with Commissioning of all 
Parish Ministry Teams at 09:00  

 Sunday, 29 January: There will be only one Eucharist Service at 09:00 
followed by our Vestry Meeting 
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Dedicated Giving Progress 2016 

     

The Church Wardens, Clergy and 

Lay Ministers wish you all a 

Joyful Christmas and a New Year 

filled with Peace, Love and 

Happiness 
 

If you are going on holiday, please 

travel safely and return well rested 
 

 

     

Parish Contact Details 

Office hours (weekdays): 08.30 - 13.00  E-mail addresses:  

 011 867 5922  Administrator: admin@sfc.org.za 

 086 238 0686  Rector: rector@sfc.org.za 

 PO Box 11346 RANDHART 1457  Website: www.sfc.org.za 

BANKING DETAILS: Standard Bank - Alberton 

Account Name: The Parish of St Francis  Account No:  421855282 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Rector:     Rev Reggie Venter    Tel    011 867 5922 Cell    079 506 6660 

Prayer Chain:     Kay Peace     Cell    082 401 0645 

Church Wardens:  Sandy Engelbrecht Tel 011 867 2109 Cell 082 480 5822          

  Pheli Mbambo Tel 011 021 6428 Cell 083 397 0024 

  Alton Rankin Tel 011 712 6600 Cell 072 660 7663 

 

Month Amount Dedicated Amount Received 
Surplus + 
Shortfall - 

Accumulated Surplus + / 

Shortfall -  

July R 85 000.00 R 82 850.00 -  - R   2 150.00 -  R  30 172.00 

August R 85 000.00 R 80 670.00 -  - R   4 330.00 -  R  34 502.00 

September R 85 000.00 R 97 780.00 -  +R 12 780.00 -  R  21 722.00 

October R 85 000.00 R 81 110.00 -  - R   3 890.00 -  R  25 610.00 

 Honour your dedication promise to God 
 Increase your monthly giving if it is not in proportion to what God gives you 
 Let Cherie know if you are unable to give what you promised so that the budget can be 

adjusted 

mailto:admin@sfc.org.za
mailto:rector@sfc.org.za
http://www.sfc.org.za/

