
 

 

Dear Habitual Friend 

We have been on our exciting journey of Growing in the Love of Christ since Advent 
last year. During Lent we considered how we can grow in our Friendship with God, 
because that is what he desires for us; that we grow into the likeness of God’s Son, 
Jesus Christ.  

Let us remind ourselves of the growth challenges which our Lent teaching gave us and 
work on them during the Season of Eastertide:  

1. Loneliness: “None of us is a stranger to loneliness. It is a painful ache in the 
human heart that comes to each of us in some stage in our lives. . . Hidden in our 
loneliness. . . there is a treasure. This treasure is the longing that God placed in 
our hearts for Divine Friendship.” God invites you to be God’s Friend. Have you 
explicitly asked God to be friends? God wants to know that this is your desire as 
much as it is God’s.  

2.  A Relationship of Close Connection: “God wants a relationship of close 
connection, deep belonging and mutual partnership.” Our ‘picture’ of God 
influences how we respond to God, so how do you see God? Desmond Tutu said, 
“God created us not because God is lonely and needs us, but because God loves 
us and wants us.” Do you believe this? We have been made BY love, IN love, TO 
love. Have you heard God’s voice of invitation to you? Have you responded? 

3. What a Friend we have in Jesus! This lovely and popular old hymn expresses the 
treasure we have in Jesus’ friendship. “Jesus, through his words and life, his 
dying and rising, shows us what God is really like.” We will get to know Jesus, 
and thus also God, as we meditate on the Gospel stories. Our challenge is to 
make time to sit down and read a short passage from the Gospel each day, and 
then to think deeply and respond to that story, allowing it to transform our lives. 
Such a passage can be found among the readings on the Pew Slip for each day.   

4. Prayer: building friendship with God: Building friendship takes time, effort and 
planning. Prayer is conversation with God, our Friend. We need to be intentional 
about prayer, finding the appropriate time and place for these conversations 
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with God. “Honest prayer involves sharing our doubts and disappointments, our 
anger and resentment, our loneliness and grief.” Be careful of just rattling off 
prayers as a duty. God wants us to be honest and ‘mean’ what we discuss and 
share with God in prayer. Can you improve on your conversations with God in 
prayer? How good are you at spending some time quietly, trying to hear how 
God might be answering you as you speak with God?  

5. God’s Dream: As our friendship with deepens, we share our desires and dreams 
with God, but God also shares his dream with us. As God helps us realise our 
desires and dreams, so God wants us to help him realise his dream. God’s dream 
is that God will rule on earth and he does in heaven. We pray this often in the 
Lord’s Prayer: “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.” 
Jesus demonstrated and brought about God’s kingdom on earth through his 
words spoken, his actions and by living a life of sacrifice for that kingdom. We 
are called to make an effort (sacrifice) to reach out in situations of “lonely 
neighbours, broken relationships, unchecked greed, desperate poverty, violent 
crimes, environmental pollution, corruption and hatred”, and to bring about 
God’s rule in such situations. We are encouraged to begin where we are, with 
our friends, at work, in our local communities, etc., serving especially those who 
are radically different from us. How are you shaping your life to help bring about 
God’s dream?  

6. God’s Address Book: Where will we find God especially close to us? Where does 
God stay/ dwell?  In the Eucharist (Holy Communion). Here we celebrate what 
God has done for us in Jesus, God’s dream for the world, and we celebrate that 
our Divine Friend is alive and present with us in the Bread and the Wine.  
Among other Christians, especially in prayer. (“Where two or three are gathered 
in my Name . . .”) “If we struggle to form friendships with those around us, it will 
be very hard to relate in any depth to the Friend we cannot see.”  With “the 
least of these”. The living Jesus is to be found among those he came to serve and 
save: “the terminally ill, the retrenched, the economically poor, the divorced, the 
childless, the bereaved, the forgotten elderly and other suffering men, women 
and children”. How often are you found alongside such people and what are you 
doing for them on behalf of Christ? “Every act of mercy done to someone who 
suffers is therefore also a direct kindness to Christ who dwells with them.” 

On 15 May we will once again celebrate the great festival of Pentecost when we 
remember how God poured out the Holy Spirit on all people, without exception. The 
Sunday following will be Trinity Sunday when we will embark on the second half of 
our Purpose Driven Life journey. In keeping with our theme of Growing in the Love of 
Christ, we will learn what it means to become like Christ, to 
behave as God’s servants and to share our lives in Mission.  

So, are you ready? Are you ready to take part in this teaching 
Sunday by Sunday, to purposefully and conscientiously  work 
on Growing into the image of God’s Son, so that God can 

delight in you? I hope so.       Blessings, Reggie 
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Easter Greetings 

 We have received Easter messages from St Dyfrigs & St Mellons which are on the 
Notice Boards for you to read. 

 Easter Message from Bishop Charles 

There is no Christianity without the cross; Good Friday and Easter are the centre of the 
Christian faith.  Our worship is full of drama and emotion from the Adoration of the Cross to 
the lighting of the Pascal Candle so we tell again what we believe to be the greatest story of 
all human history. 
 

The drama of the innocent suffering and death of Jesus is the story of how God suffers and 
dies restoring through that suffering the lost relationship between God and his people.  
Through and beyond that suffering is the joy of Easter celebration. 
 

The story of the stone rolled away from the empty tomb of the risen Christ is a mystery of the 
power of God.  The heart of the mystery is that through the innocent suffering of Jesus and 
his obedient acceptance of death, new life pours the message of hope into the world.  
Christ’s death and resurrection bring forgiveness to those with broken and ruptured lives and 
hope for a more just and human society. 
 

Christ’s resurrection urges us to create a society that brings love, truth, hope and justice to 
all.  God’s will, revealed in the real Jesus, is that all should have the fullness of life. 
 

I hope that Easter will remind the Church (us) of Her (our) vocation to worship a Lord who 
demands new life and new beginnings. 
 

We must live as children of the resurrection as much in secular as in sacred things. 
 

Alleluia Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed. 
Have a blessed Easter.    +Charles 

     

Growing in the Love of Christ – 2016 

 15 May: Pentecost Sunday. Come and be filled afresh with God’s enabling Holy Spirit. 

 22 May: Trinity Sunday. You were Created to become like Christ - Introduction 

 29 May: Created to Become Like Christ. “Let your roots grow down into Christ and draw 
up nourishment from him. See that you go on growing in the Lord, and become strong 
and vigorous in the truth.” Colossians 2.7 LB 

 5 June: How we Grow. “God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He 
decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as 
the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of humanity he restored. We see the 
original and intended shape of our lives there in him.” Romans 8.29 The Message 

 12 June: Transformed by Truth. “God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth and 
tell it in love – like Christ in everything.” Ephesians 4.15 The Message “Jesus prayed, 
“Sanctify [my followers] by the truth; your word is truth.” John 17.17 NIV 

 19 June: Transformed by Trouble. “Don’t be bewildered or surprised when you go 
through the fiery trials ahead, for this is no strange, unusual thing that is going to happen 
to you.” 1 Peter 4.12 LB NIV 
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 26 June: Growing through Temptation. “Happy the man who does not give in and do 
wrong when he is tempted, for afterwards he will get as his reward the crown of life that 
God has promised those who love him.” James 1.12 LB 

     

Other Notices 

 CONFIRMATION PREPARATION - Classes every Sunday after the 09:00 Eucharist.  

 PANTRY FOR THE POOR -   Watch Pew Slip for each week’s requirements. 

 GODLY PLAY – Core Training - 8-10 April 2016 - St Dunstan’s Cathedral, Benoni See 
Notice Board for further details. 

 READER’S WORKSHOP: 16 April at 10:00, at the Church. 

 BLESSING BLANKETS The parish ladies are looking for donations towards the making of 
their blessing blankets initiative either in the form of money or material. For further 
information please speak to Jenny on 0824552236. 

 DIOCESAN LEADERSHIP TRAINING FOR PARISH COUNCILS 
23 April 2016 – attendance obligatory for all new Council Members.  

 ANGLICANS ABLAZE CONFERENCE 2016 
We have formed a committee to assist those who would like to attend in Cape Town in 
October. Start saving for your Early Bird Conference Fee due in May and fill in the 
Application. We have negotiated a return ticket to Cape Town on the Shosoloza Meyl for 
R1 400.00 - Speak to Wilhelminah on 0824679674 for more details. 

     

Dedicated Giving 2016 

     

Parish Contact Details 

Office hours (weekdays): 08.30 - 13.00 
011 867 5922 
086 238 0686 
 PO Box 11346 RANDHART 1457 

BANKING DETAILS: Standard Bank - Alberton 
Acc Name: The Parish of St Francis 
Acc No: 421855282 

E-mail addresses: 

Administrator: admin@sfc.org.za 
Rector: rector@sfc.org.za 

 

Website: www.sfc.org.za

 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Rector:     Rev Reggie Venter    Tel    011 867 5922 Cell    079 506 6660 
Prayer Chain:     Kay Peace     Cell    082 401 0645 

Church Wardens:  Sandy Engelbrecht Tel 011 867 2109 Cell 082 480 5822          
  Pheli Mbambo Tel 011 021 6428 Cell 083 397 0024 
  Wilhelminah Ngcezula Tel 011 644 0808 Cell 082 467 9674 

 

DEDICATED GIVING PROGRESS: 2016 

Month Amount Dedicated Amount Received 
Surplus + 
Shortfall - 

Accumulated Surplus + / 

Shortfall -  

January R 85 000.00 R 70 595.00 -  - R    8 630.00  -  R    8 630.00 

February R 85 000.00 R 73 118.00 -  - R  11 882.00 -  R  20 512.00 

 Honour your dedication promise to God 

 Increase your monthly giving if it is not in proportion to what God gives you 

 Let Cherie know if you are unable to give what you promised so that the budget can be adjusted 

mailto:admin@sfc.org.za
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