
 

 

 

 
 

Dear Habitual Friend  
GETTING ON BOARD ONCE AGAIN 

 

Our Theme for 2015 was ANCHORED IN THE LOVE OF CHRIST, and 
during our Pentecost Season (June to November), we drew our 
teachings from Rick Warren’s Purpose Driven Life. In order to grow our 
relationship with Jesus, we embarked on the first half of the journey to 
a Purpose Driven Life. Sunday by Sunday we journeyed from 
considering why God placed us on this earth, to discovering that we were formed for 
God’s pleasure and to be his Family. 
 

With this year’s theme: GROWING IN THE LOVE OF CHRIST, we 
continue with or Pentecost journey to a Purpose Driven Life. We will 
learn how we can become more like our Saviour Son, Jesus Christ. We 
will learn how God grows and changes our lives through trial, 
tribulation and temptation; how he shapes us into instruments for his 
glory; and then how he uses us in the growth and shaping of others as 
we work as his ambassadors. 

 

However, it is essential that one’s life is first anchored in the love of Christ before we 
try and grow in the love of Christ. What I am saying is that we cannot expect a seed to 
grow if it has never been planted. It just won’t work! In order to be anchored in the 
love of Christ, I must accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour first; I have make him 
number ONE in my life, place him on the throne of my heart, be born again, be 
renewed in my mind, make friends with God, or “Make every effort to enter through 
the narrow door,” in order to be saved. (Luke 13.24) You see, if I don’t make friends 
with Jesus, he won’t know me or where I come from when I stand before him at the 
end of my life. (Luke 13.25) We need to take Jesus’ teaching in Luke 13:22-30 very 
seriously, because it highlights the predicament that so many modern day Christians 
in the mainline churches find themselves in. Many Anglicans have gone through the 
prescribed Church rituals of Baptism and Confirmation, they continue their ritual of 
receiving the sacrament of Holy Communion week by week and they are soothed into 
believing that that is all that is required. No friends, we all need a living, vibant 
relationship with our Saviour Jesus Christ! That means that I will be involved in the 
Church, the Community of believers. Worship, learning about God, some service on 
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behalf of God, contributing to the Church for the building up of the Body of Christ, 
being a parent and Godparent (if you are one) who teaches my children how to 
honour and serve God as I promised at their Baptism, etc., will be an integral part of 
daily living for me, not only what I do on Sundays. I will make every effort to grow in 
the love of Christ! 
 

Trying to follow the teachings of this year’s Pentecost season in growing in the love of 
Christ will be very difficult and nigh impossible for you if you are not really anchored 
in the love of Christ first. You may not even fully understand what is being taught. 
 

Rick Warren teaches that in order to become more like Christ (our third Life Purpose), 
we need to: 

 God uses TROUBLE to teach us to TRUST him. (To draw us closed to him.) 

 God uses TEMPTATION to teach us to OBEY him. (Satan used temptation to 
draw us away from God.)  

 God uses TRESPASSES to teach us to FORGIVE. (Forgiveness is the primary 
characteristic of God.) 

These are some very key concepts in our Christian faith so I am glad that we will be 
spending some time learning about them once again. My wish is that they will be 
discussed in our small groups when they meet, that parents and children will debate 
them and that friends will share their understanding and experiences around these 
issues, so that we can indeed Grow in the Love of Christ this Pentecost.  

       Blessings, Reggie 

     

Growing in the Love of Christ – 2016 

 15 May: Pentecost Sunday. Come and be filled afresh with God’s enabling Holy Spirit. 

 22 May: Trinity Sunday.  

 29 May: You were Created to become like Christ - Introduction  

 5 June: Created to Become Like Christ. “Let your roots grow down into Christ and draw 
up nourishment from him. See that you go on growing in the Lord, and become strong 
and vigorous in the truth.” Colossians 2.7 LB 

 12 June: How we Grow. “God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He 
decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as 
the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of humanity he restored. We see the 
original and intended shape of our lives there in him.” Romans 8.29 The Message 

 19 June: Transformed by Truth. “God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth and 
tell it in love – like Christ in everything.” Ephesians 4.15 The Message “Jesus prayed, 
“Sanctify [my followers] by the truth; your word is truth.” John 17.17 NIV 

 26 June: Transformed by Trouble. “Don’t be bewildered or surprised when you go 
through the fiery trials ahead, for this is no strange, unusual thing that is going to happen 
to you.” 1 Peter 4.12 LB NIV 

 3 July: Growing through Temptation. “Happy the man who does not give in and do 
wrong when he is tempted, for afterwards he will get as his reward the crown of life that 
God has promised those who love him.” James 1.12 LB 
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Recap of our 2020 Vision and Goals 

Using our Diocesan slogan: Forward with Christ and working towards our overall Parish Vision 
to be a People Empowered for Life and Ministry, we set ourselves the following tasks: 

With God’s help St Francis of Assisi, Alberton, will be 

 a “Green Parish”. 

 a garden where people can meet with Christ and be ministered to and taught by him 

 a place of vibrant worship and ministry 

 a centre from which people graduate for service in the wider community 

We will provide  

 an attractive place of worship set in a beautiful garden 

 at least four ordained priests and deacons 

 an effective team of lay ministers caring for the congregants 

 a vibrant junior church  

 worship services that will cater for various needs, languages, ages and church 
traditions  

     

Lay Ministers 

The training of new Lay Ministers begins on 25 June. Zodwa Mazibuko from St Francis will be 
training. 
Bishop Charles has recently said the following about Diocesan Lay Ministers when asked about 
the number of Lay Ministers per Parish: “there should be a maximum of three or four Lay 
Ministers on duty at any service, depending on the specific need on that occasion. Other Ly 
Ministers who are present should be in the pews, with their families. Lay ministers should be 
punctual when on duty, and should be present at services when not on duty.” Bishop Charles will 
seek an opportunity to address all Diocesan Lay Ministers. 

     

KICK - Update 

Linda Sowden can only meet with Penny Heard from HABSR on the 6th June.  A decision was 
taken at Exco that we will give KICK until the 30th June to come back to us with their proposal of 
a way forward.   If KICK hasn't done anything substantial then the Parish Council will take a 
decision regarding KICK.  Church Wardens. 

     

Other Notices 
 GOLF DAY – 18 August 2016 – Meat and Liquor Raffle tickets are now available. Please 

take a sheet home to sell among family and friends. Also please start bringing your bottles 
and prizes for the Golf Day. (See insert.) 
 

 SOCIAL EVENING – Our next Social Evening will be on Friday, 24 June (the day that the 
Schools close for the Winter holidays. This is NOT a fundraiser, so please come along and 
enjoy the fun. We will let you know during the month what is planned for the evening. 
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 CONFIRMATION PREPARATION - Classes every Sunday after the 09:00 Eucharist. 
Please remember that attending a Happening Weekend is part of Confirmation 
Preparation and that you will not be Confirmed before you have attended a Weekend. The 
next Happening Weekend is: 1-3 July 2016. 
 

 PANTRY FOR THE POOR -   Watch Pew Slip for each week’s requirements. 

 BLESSING BLANKETS The parish ladies are looking for donations towards the making of 
their blessing blankets initiative either in the form of money or material. For further 
information please speak to Jenny on 0824552236. 
 

 ANGLICANS ABLAZE CONFERENCE 2016 
We have formed a committee to assist those who would like to attend in Cape Town in 
October. NB the Early Bird registration has been extended to end June. You can still 
obtain a return ticket to Cape Town on the Shosoloza Meyl for R1 400.00 - Speak to 
Wilhelminah on 0824679674 for more details. (See insert.) 
 

 DIOCESAN SYNOD – 20-23 July 2016: Tseliso Leballo, Keith Holliman and Sandy 
Engelbrecht are our Parish Representatives to Synod so please speak to them if there are 
issues that you would like addressed. 

     

Dedicated Giving 2016 

     

Parish Contact Details 

Office hours (weekdays): 08.30 - 13.00 
011 867 5922 
086 238 0686 
 PO Box 11346 RANDHART 1457 

BANKING DETAILS: Standard Bank - Alberton 
Acc Name: The Parish of St Francis 
Acc No: 421855282 

E-mail addresses: 

Administrator: admin@sfc.org.za 
Rector: rector@sfc.org.za 

 

Website: www.sfc.org.za

 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Rector:     Rev Reggie Venter    Tel    011 867 5922 Cell    079 506 6660 
Prayer Chain:     Kay Peace     Cell    082 401 0645 

Church Wardens:  Sandy Engelbrecht Tel 011 867 2109 Cell 082 480 5822          
  Pheli Mbambo Tel 011 021 6428 Cell 083 397 0024 
  Alton Rankin Tel 011 712 6600 Cell 072 660 7663 

 

DEDICATED GIVING PROGRESS: 2016 

Month Amount Dedicated Amount Received 
Surplus + 
Shortfall - 

Accumulated Surplus + / 

Shortfall -  

January R 85 000.00 R 78 970.00 -  - R    6 030.00  -  R    6 030.00 

February R 85 000.00 R 79 808.00 -  - R   5 192.00 -  R  11 222.00 

March R 85 000.00 R 81 600.00 -  - R   3 400.00 -  R  14 622.00 

April R 85 000.00 R 78 970.00  - R   6 030.00 -  R  20 652.00  

 Honour your dedication promise to God 

 Increase your monthly giving if it is not in proportion to what God gives you 

 Let Cherie know if you are unable to give what you promised so that the budget can be adjusted 

mailto:admin@sfc.org.za
mailto:rector@sfc.org.za
http://www.sfc.org.za/

